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Reagan ‘Optimistic’
On Euromissile Pact
In Inferview, He Cites Soviets’ ‘Hopeful Sign’

By Lou Cannon and David Hoffman :
Wawhington Post Stafl Writers '
President Reagan said yesterday
that he- is “optimistic” that the su-
perpowers will reach an arms con-
trol agreement this year on U.S.
and Soviet intermediate-range nu-
clear missiles in Europe because
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev is
no longer requiring abandonment of
a U.S. missile defense system as a
condition. ... .., ... ... .
_ In an interview with The Wash-
ington Post, the president called the
new Soviet position, conveyed in a
Kremlin meeting with Sen. Edward
M. Kennedy (D-Mass.), “a hopeful
sign” although there are “points
that have to be worked out.”
Addressing a range of foreign and
domestic issues in the Oval Office
interview, Reagan said he would
“go all out” in an effort to obtain
military aid for the Nicaraguan reb-
els. He said the rebels have “to be

able to protect themselves” against -
the ruling Sandinistas, who are re:’
ceiving “extensive aid” from the’
Soviet Unionand Cuba. . . =
- The president also gave an an-

- imated "denunciation of “those car-

toons that run every other week in"
the paper with [Defense Secretary
Cap Weinberger and a toilet seat
around his neck.” Reagan said the-

recommendations of the commis-;
sion he appointed on defense man-.

agement will answer the “propagan-

‘da” of those who depict the Penta” .

gon as wasteful and inefficient. 7.
In his discussion of a prospective: -

agreemeént limiting intermediate~

range missiles in Eurape, the pres-
ident raised the possibility that Gor-

bachev had always intended to pur-

sue such a pact without insisting
that the United States scrap its mis-
sile defense program known as the
Strategic Defense Initiative, often
called “Star Wars.”

Reagan said it isn’t clear whether
Gorbachev “dropped.it or . . . never
intended it to be there.” The pres-
ident pointed to the joint statement
he and Gorbachev signed at their
Geneva summit calling for “early
progress, in particular in areas
where there is common ground.”
One of the two “areas” cited in the
statement was “the idea of an inter-
im INF [intermediate-range mis-
sile] agreement.” ,

“So maybe he’s just now confirm-
ing that he meant this all the time,”
Reagan said. “But it is progress in
oureyes.”- .,

At a Washington news confer-
ence Saturday after he returned
from Moscow, Kennedy said Gor-
bachev had tied the timing of his
next summit with Reagan to prog-
ress toward an agreement on the
intermediate-range missiles.

Reagan said yesterday that he
“can’t believe” that Gorbachev
would want to scrap the summut and
said the Soviet leader had agreed at
the close of their Geneva meeting
that there should be a second sum-
mit in the United States this year
and a-third summit in the Soviet
Union in 1987. The president said
he continues to want .the second
summit to be held in June or July of
this year so that it doesn’t interfere
with U.S. elections this fall.

“They made one suggestion of a
later date but they haven’t pursued
it at all,” Reagan said. “And we told

them why we didn’t feel we could

do that.” .

White House spokesman Larry
Speakes said yesterday that “we
very much appreciate” Kennedy's
report on his meeting with Gorba-
chev. Kennedy met Saturday with
John M. Poindexter, Reagan's na-
tional security affairs adviser.

In his interview yesterday, the
president said that the Soviet po-
sitions on British and French nucle-
ar forces and on Soviet intermedi-
ate-range missiles in Asia remain
obstacles to an agreement.

STAT

Gorbachev’s Jan. 15 1
removed a longstanding roadblock
to- an INF agreement regarding
British and French nuclear forces.
In the past the Soviets had insisted

that these forces be counted against
‘the total . permitted ' the United
States in Europe. The new Soviet

- position simply asks that the British

and Erench forces not be increased
from their present level, while the
Soviets and Americans steadily re-
duce their European-based missiles
to zero. The Reagan: administration
had earlier proposed "eliminating
European-based missiles, so the
two superpowers’ positions now
havemuchincomman. ., =

Reagan said yesterday, in refer-
ence to the British and French, “We
don’t think that we’re in a position -
-to negotiate for somebody else.”

The president said the United
States had  already .submitted a
counterproposal fo the Soviets. But
a spokesman said later that he was
referring to the Nov. 1 proposal
made to the Saviets in Geneva.

The United States has not re-
sponded to the Jan, 15 Soviet offer,
and White House officials said yes-
terday that none will be made until
Reagan has met with Ambassadors
Paul H. Nitze. and Edward L.
Rowny, who will return ta Wash-
ington this week after conferences
with U.S. allies in Europe and Asia.

Reagan was unyielding in his in-
sistence that the Nicaraguan coun-
terrevolutionaries, or contras, re-

-ceive military aid. Congress last
-year- gave the rebels Si% milli

whic X 8 Marc -

. ited the money to nonlethal aid and

prohibited. it from being distributed]
throuEh the Entra] !nte!!nEenEe

Agency or Defense Department.

he president’s pledge to go “ali
out” for assistance to the rebels

came in the waké of warnings from_
House Republican leaders to the
White House that the contras cou'ﬂ:;

not maintain a_military gresence m
Nicaragua without more tha. gon:
jethal ad. H i ath

obert H. M :
Dick Cheney (R-Wyo.) are

to send a letter to the e House
today calling‘ for a “major personal
commitment” by eagan_To _the
“armed democratic resistance” n-
¢cluding a legislative package of su

stantial military aid and remova
restrictions on CIA funding control. -
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